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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 March 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IS Claim(s) 2t is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Drawings 

1 . Figures 1 , and 1 A should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dietz et 
al. (US 6,665,725), hereinafter referred to as Dietz. 

Regarding claim 1, Dietz discloses processing protocol specific information in 
packet specified by a protocol description language. The (NM) network monitor 300-fig. 
15 comprises the parser sub-system 301, which determines flow signatures, and 
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analyzer sub system 303 that analyzes the flow signature of each packet including the 
requests and the replies of traffic in a network 102, and therefore the network monitor 
300 can also understand the current state of particular connections in the network, see 
col.25-line 15 to col.27-line 25. 

monitoring first information associated with at least one layer of a request packet 
that resides above a data link control layer thereof (the NM 300-fig. 1 5 monitors the flow 
signature associated with a request packet at the transport layer, col. 25, lines 40-58, 
and col. 26-line 45 to col. 27-line 25); 

monitoring second information associated with at least one layer of a reply 
packet that resides above a data link control layer thereof {{he NM 300-fig. 15 monitors 
the flow signature associated with a reply packet at the transport layer); 

correlating the request packet and the reply packet utilizing the first information 
and the second information; and analyzing a network based on the correlated request 
packet and reply packet (the NM 300-fig. 15 based on the flow signature of the request 
and the similar flow signature of the reply packet to analyze the current state of a 
particular connection). 

Regarding claim 2, the flow signature is also called a key. 

Regarding claim 3, the flow signature, or the key port information is included at a 
remote procedure call layer, see col. 27-line 40 to col. 29-line 34. 

Regarding claim 4, Dietz discloses a XID field, see col. 85-line 12. 

Regarding claim 5, the memory 324-fig. 15 stores data associated with the 
request packet, see col. 25, lines 40-57. 



Application/Control Number: 10/090,315 



Art Unit: 2665 



Page 4 



Regarding claim 6, in Dietz the data is stored in a hash table, see col. 33, lines 

16-34. 

Regarding claim 7, in Dietz the data of the reply packet could be retrieved 
utilizing the signature of the reply packet, which is the signature of the request packet. 

Regarding claim 8, in Dietz the analysis includes the decoding of the request and 
the reply packet. 

Regarding claim 9, in Dietz the current status of the network at a particular 
connection is analyzed based on the decoded request and reply packet. 

Regarding claims 10-18, these claims have similar limitations as claims 1-9, 
respectively. Therefore, they are rejected under Dietz for the same reasons set forth in 
the rejection of claims 1-9. 

Regarding claims 19-20, these claims have similar limitations as claim 1 . 
Therefore, they are rejected under Dietz for the same reasons set forth in the rejection 
of claim 1. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 21 is allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fletcher et al. (6,363,477), etc., see references cited are cited to 
show system and method for correlating request and reply packets, which is considered 
pertinent to the claimed invention. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Ho whose telephone number is (571) 272-3147. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:00 am to 3:30 
pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3155. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patent Examiner 

Due Ho 
12-19-05 



